
  
 

 

 

 
 

CURRICULUM POLICY 
 
The curriculum is dynamic, adaptable to changing educational requirements with 
its design founded upon traditional educational principles. 
 
"At the heart of the educational process lies the child." 
 
The curriculum is designed to go beyond national criteria, to challenge and extend 
the children's thinking so that they may be stimulated and motivated to develop 
lively, enquiring minds, the confidence to question and argue rationally and the 
ability to apply themselves to tasks. 
 
Along with the common emphasis on helping pupils to acquire understanding, 
knowledge and skills, the curriculum seeks to encourage an understanding of each 
subject in the light of an individual and community sense of responsibility regarding 
morality, values and beliefs. 
 
The development of high standards of literacy and numeracy is at the core of the 
curriculum. This policy should be read in conjunction with the Teaching and 
Learning Policy. 
 
Curriculum Development 
 
Despite the demands of Common Entrance and Scholarship, the Heads of 
Department meetings endeavour to ensure there is a bottom up drive to the 
curriculum. 
 
Good teaching practice, skilful classroom organisation, intelligent command of 
resources, careful planning and high aspirations, the talents and knowledge of 
individual teachers are used to develop corporate policies. 
 
Pre-Prep Department  
 
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM STATEMENT 
 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage at Prior Park the education of our children is 
based upon the following principles; 
1. A Unique Child – every child is a competent learner from birth who can be 
capable, confident, self-assured and happy to succeed. 
2. Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent from a base 
of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person. 



  
 

 

3. Enabling Environments – the environment plays a key role in supporting and 
extending children’s development and learning. 
4. Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different ways and at 
different rates and all areas of Learning and Development are equally important 
and inter-connected. 
These principles form the basis for learning. The Early Years curriculum maybe 
defined as the whole of the child's experience in the learning environment. 
   
 
 
 Early Years Foundation Stage - Organisation & Curriculum 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage at Prior Park consists of two Reception classes, 
housed in the Pre Prep building. This stage begins on entry to the Reception classes 
and finishes at the end of Reception. 
The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has identified 6 areas of learning 
for the Early Years Foundation Stage. These are: 
 
1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

2. Communication, Language and Literacy 

3. Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy 

4. Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

5. Physical Development 

6. Creative Development 

A range of goals for the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage has also been set 
and our work throughout Reception is based on well-planned play which will enable 
the children to achieve these goals. This achievement is measured by the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Profile at the end of the Reception year. 
 
Reception 
 
Activities are planned to cover the six curriculum areas and to enable the children 
to achieve the goals.  Each classroom is organised into specific areas with relevant 
resources and equipment. The outdoor area is also used throughout the day. 
Children start Reception at the beginning of the Autumn term. An important part of 
our work at this stage is settling the children to new routines and a new 
environment. This is time consuming, but vital to ensure future success in learning. 
For part of the day, the children will participate in activities with a specific focus, 
led by the teacher or other adult. These activities are differentiated for individuals 
or small groups, taking in to account the stage of the children’s development. At 
other times, the children participate in activities which they initiate themselves, 
with adult support where this is appropriate. Again, these activities are based on 
play, which is the main medium for learning in the Foundation Stage. Much of what 
the children do is of a practical nature. The processes of learning are vitally 
important in the Reception year, although the children will be recording more and 



  
 

 

more as the year progresses, in a variety of different ways, e.g. through drawing, 
painting and writing. 
Our provision for the six areas of learning is outlined below.  
 
Key Stage 1 
 
Year 1 and 2 follow the National Curriculum, with a strong emphasis on establishing 
firm basics in English and Mathematics. The children are mostly taught by their 
class teachers, but do have some specialist teaching. eg. French, Music and Games. 
 
Other subjects are mainly taught through a cross-curricular topic based approach in 
Year 1. In Year 2 children are taught more in subject-based areas. 
 
 
Lower Prep Curriculum 
 
Years 3, Year 4 and Year 5 have a separate timetable to Upper Prep. 
Computing is taught across the curriculum and in timetabled weekly lessons for 
each year group. 
 
Specific emphasis is placed on gaining a good grasp of the fundamentals of English 
and Mathematics.  The allocation of Science periods has been increased recently 
and all science lessons are laboratory based. 
 
History and Geography are taught as separate subjects, although topic work can 
link any amount of cross-curricular themes.  Religious Education, French, Art, 
Music, P.E. and Games are timetabled subjects.  Year 3 have a timetabled Drama 
lesson; for other year groups, Drama will be taught under the umbrella of English.   
There are also specific lessons devoted to handwriting. Years 3, 4 and 5 have 
PSHCE as a timetabled lesson. 
 
Emphasis is on acquiring sound literacy and numeracy skills and a work ethic.   
All children are heard reading aloud regularly (daily for the younger pupils) and 
encouraged to develop good handwriting and presentation. 
 
 
 
Upper Prep Curriculum 
 
Years 7 and 8 are streamed; Year 6 is usually mixed ability. Within the streaming 
they may also be set for English, Mathematics and Science.  Computing is taught 
across the curriculum and in timetabled weekly lessons. 
Pupils are taught the core subjects along with French, Latin, Geography, History, 
RE, PSHE, Music, Art, ICT, PE & Games 
 
There are 34 lessons per week. Fourteen of these periods are 60 minutes in length; 
five are 45 minutes and fifteen are 35 minutes. 
(Additionally there is one hour of prep per evening, in which two half hour preps 
are undertaken.) 
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